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von Neuhausx), who left his Convent at Minden and took
the road to Rome. There he managed to obtain absolu-
tion for a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1333, probably
through the intercession of Cardinal Elie de Talleyrand,8
who requested Wilhelm to write a description of the Holy
Land for him to be used in connexion with the crusade
which he had been appointed to preach by Pope Benedict
XII and in which he was replaced by Pierre de Thomas.
Wilhelm made an extensive tour of the Levant in which
he visited Greece, Rhodes and Cyprus as well as the
important cities of the Holy Land and of Egypt including
Jaffa, 'Akka, Ghazza, Damascus, Jerusalem and Cairo.
He also made a pilgrimage to the monastery of St. Catherine
on Mount Sinai, and while in Lebanon received the assur-
ances of the Maronites that they would fight with the
Western Christians in the next crusade against the Mamluks.
As a result of his travels he wrote in 1336 the book entitled
Hodoeporicon ad Terram Sanctam? Boldensele seems to
have reached Baghdad in the course of his peregrinations
but the bulk of his work is devoted to the description of
Jerusalem and other Christian Holy Places.
A pilgrim of a different type was Jean de Bourgogne,
better known as 'Sir John de Mandeville'.4 He was
1 R. Rohricht (Deutsche Pilgerreisen nach den Heiligen Lands, Innsbruck,
1900), 89; ib., BibL Geogr, Palaest., 73-4; Grotefend, in Zeitschr. d.
histwisch. Fereins fiir Niedersachsen, 1852 (1855), 209-26, 231 f.
2 Born in 1301; became bishop of Limoges in 1329, and cardinal in 1331.
Reiffenberg (Appendix to Chevalier au Cygne), 276 et seq., note.   Fide
supra, Cap. VII (Pierre de Thomas).
8 Published in Canisius, Lectiones Antiquae, ed. J. Basnage (Antwerp,
1725), VI, 338-57; also Grotefend, Itinerarius Guilielmi de Boldensele, in
Zeitschr. d. hist. Fereinsfiir Niedersachsen (Hanover, 1855), 236-86. Ger-
man trans. Jack, TaschenbibL, II, 109-62; extracts in Rohricht and Meisner,
465-6, and Rohricht (Gotha ed. 1889), 102. French trans., Jehan de St.
Denys, Uhystoire merveilleuse de Tartarie (Paris, 15 29), Ixvi-lxxvii. English
extracts in Cobham, Bxcerpta Cypria, 15-16.
4 Mandevilte's Travels, trans, from the French of Jean d'Outremeuse, ed.
P. Hamelius (2 vok, in Early Eng. Text Soc., Original Series, 153-4,
London, 1919-23), II, 3; and Early Travels in Palestine, ed. Th. Wright,
129, where Jean describes himself as 'I, John Maundeville, knight,.. . born
in England, in the town of Saint Albans', There is no contemporary evi-
dence to show the existence of a knight bearing the name Jehan de Mande-
ville, although Mangeuilain occurs in Yorkshire (16 Hen. I; Roll. Soc., XV,